
Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School Advised Book List 
Year 3 

 
This advised book list has been adapted from the advised booklist from St Hugh’s 

Preparatory School, Farringdon, Oxfordshire. We would like to thank them for 
allowing us to use theirs as a basis. 

 
Year 3 List A 
 

 

Long Neck and Thunderfoot  Helen Piers 

Winner of the Kate Greenaway medal, this is the story of Long Neck, a quiet and gentle 
dinosaur whose peace is shattered by the arrival of a huge new dinosaur called 
Thunder Foot. Can they ever overcome their fear and suspicion of each other and 
become friends? 

 

Wish You Were Here Martina Selway 

At first Rosie doesn't like camp. She would rather have stayed at home with Mum, 
Granddad and Aunty Mabel. But when the sun begins to shine, camping turns out to be 
a real adventure, and she's soon writing home with different news. 

 

Little Animal Ark series  Lucy Daniels 

“The Brave Bunny” 
Laura Baker’s bunny Nibbles likes Mandy a lot, but Laura’s noisy cousin Tom makes 
him frightened. Later on that night, Nibbles must be very brave when he gets sick, and 
is taken to Animal Ark. Can Mr Hope find out what is wrong? 

 

“The Midnight Mouse” 
Mandy is helping Amy Fenton to choose just the right mouse to be her pet. And Amy 
wants to choose just the right name, too! But no name seems right for this mouse - until 
late at night, when the girls hear a strange noise in Mandy's room . . . 
And many others including “The Playful Puppy”, “The Friendly Foal” and “The Lucky 
Lamb” 

 

Corgi Pups series including 

“Fat Cats”, “Dogbird”, “The Watch “Frog”, “Yo Ho Ho!”, “Dog on a Broomstick”, “Snow 
Dog”, “Great Goal”, “Chalk and Cheese”, “The Invisible Vinnie”, “Dino Dog” and others. 

 

Happy Mouseday Dick King-Smith 

Pete wants a pet mouse more than anything else in the world. Every Saturday - his 
"mouseday" - he asks his parents for one, and each time the answer is "No". But who's 
going to know if he secretly keeps a mouse in his tree-house? 

 

The Dinosaur’s Packed Lunch Jacqueline Wilson 

On a school trip to the dinosaurs in the museum, everyone in the class has a packed 
lunch, everyone that is except Dinah. But then a friendly iguanodon decides to help, 
and soon Dinah has a very special packed lunch and a huge surprise. 
 

  



 

Animal Crackers series including Rose Impey and Shoo Rayner 

“Hot Dog Harris”, “Sleepy Sammy”, “Precious Potter”, “Open Wide Wilburn”, “Tiny Tim”, 
“A Birthday for Bluebell”, “Too Many Babies”, “A Fortune for Yo-Yo”, “Phew Sydney!”, 
and “We Want William”. 

 

I Am Reading series including 

“Doctor Witch’s Animal Hospital”, “Alligator Tales and Crocodile Cakes”, “Mrs. Hippo’s 
Pizza Parlour”, “Sniffer’s Golden Nose”, “Granddad’s Dinosaur”, “The Perfect Monster”, 
“Scratching’s Catching”, “Creepy Customers”, “Kit’s Castle” and others. 

 

First Young Puffin series including 

“The Incredible Shrinking Hippo”, “Bad Becky”, “Harry’s Aunt”, “Geraldine Gets Lucky”, 
“Diz and the Big Fat Burglar” and others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Year 3 List B 
 

 

Rainbow Magic  Daisy Meadows 

The Rainbow Magic series of books are written by Daisy Meadows and aimed at young 
girls from about age 4 to 7. They are written in groups of 7 and each group follows a 
particular theme e.g. Weather Fairies, Party Fairies etc.  The series follows two girls 
called Rachel and Kirsty who become friends to the fairies of Fairyland. 

 

George Speaks Dick King-Smith 

Here is the story of a baby who begins talking -- at the age of 4 weeks! And it's not just 
the occasional word: George has a large vocabulary and plenty to say. From master 
storyteller Dick King-Smith, this is the hilarious story of a family turned upside-down by 
an unusually gifted (and demanding) infant. 

 

Flat Stanley series  Jeff Brown 

Stanley is just a normal healthy boy, but since a large notice-board fell on him, he’s 
been only half an inch thick. 

 

The Great Escape Jeremy Strong 

Nicholas's granny is in love with the elderly Hell's Angel from next door. Everyone 
thinks it's great - except for Nicholas's dad. He does everything he can to stop the 
romance, but Granny has a few tricks - and a few getaway vehicles - up her sleeve. 

 

Horrid Henry series including Francesca Simon 

“Horrid Henry”, “Horrid Henry’s Secret Club”, “Horrid Henry and the Tooth Fairy” and 
others. 

 

Dilly the Dinosaur series Tony Bradman 

These four stories introduce Dilly, the world’s naughtiest dinosaur.  First, he decides to 
hate water and vows never to wash again, lets loose his ear-splitting super-scream 
which makes his father have a disaster with his sister's birthday cake, gets very 
confused one day, waiting for it to rain cats and dogs, and finally makes his own very 
characteristic contribution to the family's house-painting day! 

 

The Magic Finger Roald Dahl 

The story of a little girl with magical powers. When someone makes her angry she zaps 
a punishment on them with her magic flashing finger!  

 

The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me Roald Dahl 

The giraffe, the pelican and the agile monkey set out to prove that they are the best 
window-cleaning company around. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

The Enormous Crocodile  Roald Dahl 

The Enormous Crocodile is a horrid greedy grumptious brute who loves to guzzle up 
little boys and girls. But the other animals have had enough of his cunning tricks, so 
they scheme to get the better of this foul fiend, once and for all! 

 

The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark Dick King-Smith 

The story is about a young barn owl called Plop.  Each chapter is a satisfying tale in 
which Plop learns something new about the dark each night: dark is exciting, dark is 
kind, dark is fun, dark is necessary, dark is fascinating, dark is wonderful ... and dark 
is beautiful. Plop isn't convinced immediately, but by the seventh night he's looking at 
the dark through new eyes! 

 

The Magic Hare Lynne Reid Banks 

12 short stories of a joyful, dancing, magical hare. He takes everyone by surprise - 
kings, queens, witches, giants, even a vampire, and he scampers round the world 
making the haughty humble, giving vampires false teeth, curing hiccups and even 
walking on the moon in a spacesuit. 

 

Cool! Michael Morpurgo 

Michael Morpurgo's inspiring new story of Robbie, a boy in a coma -- victim of a car 
accident. Locked inside his own head, able to hear but not move or speak, Robbie 
tries to keep himself from slipping ever deeper into unconsciousness. 

 

Never Kiss Frogs Robert Leeson 

Gail and her mum take in lodgers to make ends meet. If Gail could just kiss a frog who 
happened to be a rich prince in disguise, their troubles would be over. One day, Gail 
finds her enchanted frog, and Prince Rupert appears, but he isn't rich. 

 

The Dinosaur Diary Julia Donaldson 

Surviving and finding a safe place to lay her eggs is difficult for Hypsilophodon with 
dinosaurs like Tyrannosaurus Rex around. When she falls into a mysterious pool and 
finds herself on a modern farm there are still problems. 

 

One Nil Tony Bradman 

Dave Brown thinks up a clever plan so that he can see the England squad train at his 
local football ground - instead of going to school. 

 

Notso Hotso Anne Fine 

It's a dog's life for Anthony. Not only is he lacking the respect he deserves from the 
neighbourhood dogs and cats, but suddenly all he can do is scratch, scratch, scratch. 
And now bits of him are dropping off - yeuch! Just when Anthony thinks things can't 
get any worse, he finds himself on the vet's table. What she has in mind is about to 
destroy the tiny shred of street cred he has left... 

 
 
 



 
Year 3 List C 
 

 

Dragon Boy Dick King-Smith 

A young boy is adopted by a pair of dragons on the outskirts of the forest of 
Sherwood. His culinary tips and an inspired experiment in hatching a dragon egg 
secure his position in the family. This story is set in ‘Merrie England’ in the days of 
knights and outlaws. 

 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Roald Dahl 

For the first time in a decade, Willy Wonka, the reclusive and eccentric chocolate 
maker, is opening his doors to the public--well, five members of the public, actually. 
The lucky five who find a Golden Ticket in their Wonka bars will receive a private tour 
of the factory, given by Mr Wonka himself. For young Charlie Bucket, this is a dream 
come true. 

 

The Worst Witch series  Jill Murphy 

Mildred Hubble is the worst witch at Miss Cackle's Academy for Witches - she's 
always getting her spells wrong. But she manages to get by until she turns Ethel, the 
teacher's pet, into her deadly enemy. 

 

The Butterfly Lion Michael Morpurgo 

Bertie rescues an orphaned white lion cub from the African veld. They are 
inseparable until Bertie is sent to boarding school far away in England and the lion is 
sold to a circus. Bertie swears that one day they will see one another again, but it is 
the butterfly lion which ensures that their friendship will never be forgotten. 

 

The Dancing Bear Michael Morpurgo 

High in the mountains, in a tiny village, an abandoned bear cub is adopted by a 
lonely orphan child. Soon they are inseparable, beloved by the whole village -- safe, 
until the arrival of a glamorous film crew who need a dancing bear! 

 

Mr. Majeika series Humphrey Carpenter 

As a rule, magic carpets don't turn up in schools, but this is exactly what happens 
when Class Three’s new teacher flies in through the classroom window and lands on 
the floor with a bump. 

 

The Phoenix and the Carpet Helen Cresswell 

Adapted from Edith Nesbit’s 1904 novel for television, the plot remains the same, 
with five Victorian-era children coming into possession of an enchanted carpet and a 
magical egg, which hatches into a garrulous Phoenix. 

 

The Secret Seven Enid Blyton 

It’s their very first adventure and the Secret Seven super-sleuths are already on the 
trail of a mystery! The gang are dressed in disguise, following a lead to a spooky old 
house in the snow... 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Tom’s Private War Robert Leeson 

Tom and his gang know there is going to be a war. Then the evacuees arrive. One of 
them, Scouser, sparks a conflict in Tom's gang and as the air-raids intensify, the 
children's battle culminates in a terrifying adventure in a disused mineshaft deep below 
the earth. 

 

The Enchanted Horse Magdalen Nabb 

It's Christmas but Irina's family don't have enough money to buy her the present she 
wants. Then Irina sees the wooden horse in the junk shop window and all she wants is 
to take it home with her. Irina is sad and lonely and he knows that the little horse is 
lonely too. 

 

Sheltie series  Peter Clover 

Emma doesn't want to move to the country - until she meets Sheltie, a Shetland pony 
whose sense of fun and mischief leads them into lots of adventures. 

 

Cricket and Football Stories Rob Childs 

The book takes a lively and engaging look at football through the ages, from the 
Roman army to the modern day premiership, including when the first matches kicked 
off, why the first rules developed and how rugby and American Football were born. 

 

My Naughty Little Sister Dorothy Edwards 

My naughty little sister is stubborn and greedy and full of mischief. She tries to cut off 
the cat's tail, she bites Father Christmas' hand, and she and Bad Harry eat all the trifle 
at Harry's party. How much trouble can one little sister cause? 

 

The Country Pancake Anne Fine 

Like an angel, Miss Mirabelle stepped into the lives of the children of Wallisdean Park 
School. Enchanting she may be, but Miss Mirabelle still ends up in big trouble. 

 

The Village Dinosaur Phyllis Arkle 

Jed Watkins is delighted when local quarrymen discover a dinosaur buried in their 
quarry. The men pull the beast out and Jed makes friends with it at once. 

 

Stuart Little E. B. White 

Stuart Little is no ordinary mouse. Born to a family of humans he lives in New York City 
with his parents, his older brother George and Snowball the cat. Though he's shy and 
thoughtful, he's an adventurous and heroic little mouse. 

 


